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Frequently Asked Questions  
Regarding Snoqualmie Valley Kindergarten in 2016-17  

(updated 3/31/16) 
 
When did the Snoqualmie Valley School District start WaKIDS? 
WaKIDS is one of the full-day kindergarten statutory requirements set forth by the state.  When 
a school district accepts funding for full-day kindergarten, they are agreeing to comply with this 
requirement and implement WaKIDS.  The 2016-17 school year is the first year that Snoqualmie 
Valley School District has been offered funding for full-day kindergarten, and is therefore the 
first year of WaKIDS implementation.     
 
What if I already have commitments for two of the three days when the Family Connection 
Meetings will be scheduled? 
Directions for rescheduling your Family Connection Meeting will be included in the letter sent 
home mid-August.   
 
Who do we meet at the Family Connection? 
The Family Connection Meeting will be scheduled with your child’s assigned kindergarten 
classroom teacher.   
 
Are there additional resources the District has for children diagnosed with neurological 
challenges? 
For information on special education, including 504 plans, please visit the Student Services page 
within our district website:  http://svsd.schoolwires.net//site/Default.aspx?PageID=57. 
 
If there is a field trip/activity that starts after the designated end time for half-day program, 
are they still invited to that activity? 
Parents who choose to enroll their child in half-day versus full-day kindergarten are welcome to 
attend celebrations, events and field trips that occur during their child’s normal instructional 
day.  For example, if a field trip occurs from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., the parent is responsible for signing 
their child out at the end of their normal instructional day.  If the parent elects to stay on the 
field trip, as the guardian they assume full responsibility for the supervision and transportation 
of their child upon sign out. 
 
For each school, will you share the beginning statistics of how many parents opted for half-
day versus full-day? 

School Site Number of Students Enrolled as 
of 3/2/2016 

Number of Students Opting for 
Half-day Kindergarten 

NBES  45 2  

OES  52 6  

SES  45 0  

FCES  79 9 

TRES  95 0  

CVES 84 4 

http://svsd.schoolwires.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=57
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Will half-day programs be running in the morning only? 
Yes. Children who are not attending the full-day program will start school with their class in the 
morning and be picked up by their parents at the mid-day end time.  Their end time will be 
determined based upon individual school site start times.     
 
If my child is more advanced in areas, how are you going to keep him/her challenged? 
Teachers are trained to adapt their instruction to meet the needs of students in their 
classroom.  They make these changes based upon student performance in class as well as on 
assessments.    
 
Is the Kindergarten Screener going to split kids by capabilities?  Skills? 
The purpose of the Screener is to determine areas of strength as well as areas of growth for 
each child.  This information will allow your child’s kindergarten teacher to plan for appropriate 
instruction prior to the start of the school year.  The Screener will be one of many data points 
utilized to determine classroom placement.  Students will not be placed in homogenous groups 
based upon Screener results. Each school does its best to create balanced classrooms that allow 
children to learn from one another and develop to their full potential.  
 
Are pick-up times flexible for students attending the half-day program? 
Half-day pick-up times will not be flexible.  Parents will be responsible for picking up at the time 
designated by their school.  
 
If there are enough kids at one school who want half day, will they all be in one half-day 
classroom and not be pulled out? 
There is currently no plan to offer a half-day separate classroom. 
 
How can my child transfer to a different elementary school? 
Intra-district Transfer forms are available at your child’s attendance area school. Decisions on 
these transfer requests are typically made in early August after the accepting school has a clear 
understanding of enrollment and space available.  Requests for intra-district transfers are 
considered on a year-by-year basis, and families who request this option must re-apply each 
year.  Also, when transfer request is granted, the family is responsible for transporting the 
student to/from a school outside of their attendance boundary. 
 
Does the parent have the opportunity to choose the teacher? 
Each school site works to build class rosters that are balanced.  Parents do not have an 
opportunity to select their child’s teacher. 
 
Will the gifted and talented testing given to kindergarteners be available to children who are 
enrolled in schools other than SVSD schools (i.e. a Montessori Kindergarten School)? 
Students that do not attend kindergarten in the Snoqualmie Valley School District have an 
opportunity to be screened for Gifted and Talented services in August. If this testing 
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opportunity is missed, the student will have an additional opportunity to test the following 
school year. 
 
Will kids who are in the half-day program have any specialty classes? 
This will be based on the schedule developed at the assigned school. The SVSD is now offering 
state funded full-day kindergarten for all students. Kindergarten schedules will be built with 
that in mind. 
 
Will kindergarten students have homework? 
Students may have limited work to complete at home. All homework would be a review of 
topics previously covered during the school day. 
 
Is early assessment an option for a possible 1st grade placement or shared K-1st grade? 
Grade advancement testing is offered by the District on a fee-based system. Ask your assigned 
principal for further information. 
 
 
 
 


